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I. Background

In October 2017, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 36/8 on the full enjoyment of human rights by all women and girls and the systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective into the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The resolution requested “the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in collaboration with Member States, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United Nations Population Fund and other United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, international human rights mechanisms, civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders, to organize a two-day intersessional expert meeting to consider gaps in, challenges to and best practices aimed at the full enjoyment of human rights by all women and girls and the systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective into the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, to prepare a report on the outcome of the above-mentioned meeting, and to present the report to the Human Rights Council at its thirty-ninth session.”
II. Focus and objectives of the Expert Meeting
At the expert meeting, participants will discuss gaps, challenges and promising practices in realizing women’s rights and/or mainstreaming a gender perspective in implementing the 2030. The discussions will build on already existing assessments and use illustrative examples of areas where the integration of a gender perspective can be strengthened to draw lessons that can guide the operationalization of the 2030 agenda. 
Key features of the 2030 Agenda are indivisibility and interlinkages of all Goals, across its social, economic and environmental pillars. The discussion will attempt to link a number of Sustainable Development Goals across all pillars through the lenses of women’s rights and gender equality. 
It is expected that the outcome of the discussion will give additional guidance on how to integrate a gender perspective in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and ensure that efforts towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals promote women’s rights and gender equality. The discussion should also contribute to enhancing synergies across the UN system and other multilateral actors in efforts to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in a way that promote women’s rights and gender equality. 

III. Agenda: 

Day 1

Morning session: 10:00-13:00
Opening 
Session 1: Integration of women’s and girls’ rights and a gender-perspective in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda – across social, economic and environmental pillars
Building on existing analysis and assessments, this session will analyses the linkages between the three pillars of the agenda through the lenses of gender equality and women’s rights, using as an illustrative examples some goals in the three pillars. 
Afternoon session: 15:00-18:00
Session 2: Gender-responsive data for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
This session will discuss gaps and challenges in and promising practices on collection and use of gender-responsive data, with focus on the economic and environmental pillars of the 2030 Agenda. 
Day 2

Morning session: 10:00-13:00
Session 3: Ensuring participation of women and girls in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda

This session will focus on discussing gaps, challenges and promising practices in participation of women and girls in the implementation of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with focus on economic and environment pillars. 
Afternoon session: 15:00-18:00
Session 4: Accountability for the 2030 Agenda
This session will focus on discussing on gaps, challenges and promising practices on how national and the UN human rights system can contribute to the accountability mechanism of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with focus on women’s rights and gender equality in the economic and environment pillars. 
Wrap up and conclusions / Closure 
IV. Methodology and Format of the Expert Workshop
Each session of the expert meeting will gather 15-20 experts from state institutions, UN entities and other intergovernmental organizations, civil society organizations, academia, etc. The meeting will be open to observers. Each session will start with presentations by some experts, followed by a discussion among experts. A short time will be reserved for contributions by observers. The discussion should aim to identify practical guidance primarily for States to facilitate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda while upholding women’s rights and mainstreaming gender equality. 
V. Outcome

OHCHR will prepare and publish a summary report on the expert workshop, including good practices and recommendations stemming therefrom, as requested by the Human Rights Council resolution 36/8. The report will be submitted at the 39th session of the Human Rights Council.  
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