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The legal procedures regarding citizenship of the Republic of Moldova are regulated by the Law on citizenship no. 1024-IV of 2 June 2000.
According to article 7 of the above-mentioned Law, the acquisition of the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova is based on the following principles:

· Everyone´s right to a citizenship;

· Non-discrimination of citizens, irrespective of the grounds for acquisition of the citizenship;

· Inadmissibility to arbitrarily deprive a person of his/her citizenship and the right to change citizenship;;
· Avoidance of statelessness;

· The change of the citizenship of a spouse shall produce no effects on the citizenship of the other spouse or the citizenship of a child, if there is no written request of the parents to change the child's citizenship.

Article 10 establishes that the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova shall be acquired by birth, recognition, adoption, recovery, naturalisation. At the same time, the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova may be acquiredon the basis of international agreements, to which the Republic of Moldova is a party.
Acquisition of Citizenship by Birth (art. 11)
(1) Citizen of the Republic of Moldova shall be the child:

a) born to parents, both or one of whom is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova, upon his/her birth.

b) born in the territory of the Republic of Moldova, whose parents are stateless persons.

c) born in the territory of the Republic of Moldova, whose parents possess the citizenship of another state, or one of them is stateless and the other one is a foreign citizen.
Acquisition of Citizenship by Adoption (art. 13)
(1) A stateless child shall automatically acquire the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova through adoption if the adoptive parent(s) is/are citizen(s) of the Republic of Moldova.

(2) Both the adoptive parents, of whom one is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova and the other one is a foreign citizen, shall jointly decide on the child's citizenship. If they fail to reach a mutual agreement, the court shall decide upon the affiliation of the child to the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova, taking into account his/her interests. When a child reaches the age of 14, his/her consent, certified by a notary, shall be required.

(3) The child - a foreign citizen, adopted by spouses, both or one of whom is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova and the other one is a foreign citizen or stateless person, can become a citizen of the Republic of Moldova if he/she renounces the citizenship of the foreign state, except in cases provided by international agreements to which the Republic of Moldova is a party.
Citizenship of the child over whom guardianship is established (art. 15)
(1) A stateless child under guardianship of citizens of the Republic of Moldova, shall automatically become a citizen of the Republic of Moldova.

(2) A stateless child, under guardianship of spouses, one of whom is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova and the other one stateless, shall automatically become a citizen of the Republic of Moldova.
(3) The citizenship of a stateless child under guardianship of spouses, one of whom is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova and the other one a foreigner, shall be mutually agreed upon by the guardians. If they fail to reach a mutual agreement, the court shall decide upon the affiliation of the child to the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova, taking into account his/her interests. When a child reaches the age of 14, his/her consent, certified by a notary, shall be required.

(4) The child - a foreign citizen, under guardianship of spouses, both or one of whom is a citizen of the Republic of Moldova and the other one is a foreign citizen or a stateless person, can become a citizen of the Republic of Moldova if he/she renounces the citizenship of the foreign state.
Requirements for Naturalisation (art. 16)

(1) Citizenship of the Republic of Moldova may be granted upon request to a person who reached 18 years of age and who:

a) though not born in this territory, has resided lawfully and habitually here at least for the last ten years; or has been married to a citizen of the Republic of Moldova for at least three years; or has resided lawfully and habitually for at least three years with parents or children (inclusively adoptive parents and adopted children) who are citizens of the Republic of Moldova, or

b) has resided lawfully and habitually in the territory of the Republic of Moldova for five years before reaching the age of 18, or
c) is stateless or a recognised refugee, according to provisions of the national Law, and has resided lawfully and habitually in the territory of the Republic of Moldova for at least eight years, and

d) knows and observes the provisions of the Constitution; and

e) knows the national language, sufficiently well to integrate into social life; and 

f) has lawful means of subsistence; and

g) loses or renounces the citizenship of another state, if possessed, except in cases when the loss or the renunciation is not possible or cannot reasonably be requested.
Citizenship of the child, whose parents acquired the Citizenship of the Republic of Moldova (art.19)

(1) The child born to parents who are foreigners or stateless persons, who acquire the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova, shall acquire the citizenship together with his/her parents.

(2) If only one of the parents acquires citizenship of the Republic of Moldova, the parents shall mutually agree upon the citizenship of the child. If parents fail to reach an agreement, the court shall decide upon the affiliation of the child to the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova, taking into account his/her interests, when parents make a deliberate declaration in this respect.

(3) In cases stipulated in para. (1) and (2), the consent of the child who reached 14 years of age, certified by a notary, shall be required.
According to artcile 23 of the same law, the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova may be revoked to a person by the decision of the President of the Republic of Moldova if that person:

a) acquired the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova by way of fraud, false information or concealment of any relevant fact;

b) voluntarily enrolled in a foreign military service;

c) committed actions seriously prejudicing the vital interests of the state.

The deprivation of citizenship shall not be allowed for the stipulated reasons if the person would thereby become stateless, except for reasons stipulated in para. (1) letter a). The deprivation of the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova shall not produce any effect on the citizenship of spouse and his/her children.

