Romania’s response concerning the discrimination of women in the field of nationality
As far as the citizenship is concerned, the following should be mentioned with respect to the Romanian legal framework:

Article 5 of the Romanian Constitution enshrines the principle according to which the Romanian citizenship cannot be withdrawn to the person who acquired it by birth, without distinguishing between men and women.

Law no. 21/1991 on Romanian citizenship, republished
, does not provide for a predetermined differentiated regime between men and women during the proceedings of granting, reacquiring, waiving or withdrawing the Romanian citizenship. Moreover, acquiring or losing the Romanian citizenship does not produce any effects on the spouse's citizenship. To this end, there are explicit legal provisions. Hence, if the interested person has lost his/her citizenship either by having it withdrawn or by approving the waiving thereof, such a measure shall not affect the citizenship of the spouse or of the children (Articles 26 and 28 paragraph 1 of Law no. 21/1991, republished).

As far as the granting of the Romanian citizenship is concerned, the Romanian legislator provided the possibility to reduce the period of time within which the applicant should have had his/her domicile in Romania, from 8 to 5 years, if the applicant is married to or lives with a Romanian citizen, without any distinction between men and women.  

With respect to the child – “receiving the parents' citizenship” – the Romanian legislation, starting from the requirement of protecting the child's rights and in order to avoid the stateless cases, provides for the present case, the only circumstance in which a person receives “automatically” the Romanian citizenship. Hence, the child who is born from foreign or stateless parents and who is not 18 years old, acquires the Romanian citizenship at the same time as his/her parents. If only one of the parents acquires the Romanian citizenship, the parents shall decide on the child's citizenship on a common agreement. In a similar manner, the foreign or stateless child shall acquire the Romanian citizenship by adoption, if the adoptive parents are Romanian citizens. If only one of the parents is Romanian, then the child's citizenship shall be decided by the parents on a common agreement.

� Available in English and French on the website of the National Authority for Citizenship (http://cetatenie.just.ro/legislatie/)





