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Dwi

In developing countries like my country access to education is very hard for persons with disabilities, especially for women with disabilities. And there is lot of barriers in terms of rights of persons with disabilities to access to education. And for higher education is more difficult for them to access it.

Markku

(Interpreter’s voice) I think the most important part is that through education persons with disabilities can be full-fledged citizens, equal to everyone else. The education will give them concepts, know-how, preparation and readiness for life. They will receive language skills, whatever life skills, social skills, academic skills. They are all very important for everybody and that is also a key for participating in political life, in work life, in hobbies etc… and recreation. If there is no education at all, that is one sure way to marginalize people from society.
Maryanne

I am a blind person, I was born blind. Most of my school education I went to a special school for blind children and in my last few years of school I went to a regular school. It was a very difficult transition, I learnt lots of good skills, blind skills like Braille, moving around a community, I made lots of friends who were blind but what I didn’t have is that I didn’t live at home with my family. Then as a teenager I was put in a really large classroom, where I was the only person who was having a disability that was very difficult. I was lucky that I managed to survive and went on to university but I am now a parent of someone who is blind and he’s gone to the regular school all of time. It is difficult at times because when you first start you haven’t got the same intensity in teaching, Braille and all that that I had but he is part of the local community and he has friends, he lives at home so you know, you weigh up the two, we’d always wanna be with our family and friends.
Mia

For me education was very hard for me because I was at school with my two brothers. I was supposed to learn French and English after Arabic because in the classroom this teacher think that with intellectual disability, she kicked me out of her classroom because she said that you cannot learn because you have obstacles please get out.
Rabjyot

My father looked for almost fifty schools in New Delhi. All of them refused to give me admission, eleven years back. Then one school agreed to give me admission and I am studying in  that school until now, this is my last year in that school so it is because of that school and its environment that I am able to study up to my potential and I hope that every child gets that opportunity.

Richard

I myself went to a mainstream school after being sent to a special school, which I didn’t like, and then I was in a separate school and I wanted to just be with other kids even if it meant being bullied and not treated very well but my experience inspired me for the last 35 years , I’ve become a teacher to try to find ways of removing the barriers so all disabled kids can go to school with all their peers and I think that’s what today is about, today is really about implementing article 24 and basically it means not just placing children in school but actually removing all the barriers so they can participate and achieve their potentials and that doesn’t mean treating all the same, it means giving them what they need to do that.
