49th session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on the importance of robust public policies and services for the protection of economic, social and cultural rights in contributing to the COVID-19 pandemic recovery
Concept note (as of 22 March 2022) 
	Date and venue:   
	Tuesday, 22 March 2022, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Room XIX, Palais des Nations, Geneva and online platform (Zoom)
(will be broadcast live and archived on https://media.un.org/en/webtv)

	Objective:
	The panel discussion will aim at sharing and discussing the conclusions and recommendations made by the Secretary-General in his report (A/HRC/49/28) on the importance of robust and efficient public policies and of adequately resourced and fully functioning services for the protection of economic, social and cultural rights to address the negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and to contribute to recovery efforts. It will explore practical examples and good practice and provide an opportunity for an inclusive and interactive debate among States, United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, treaty bodies, special procedures and regional human rights mechanisms, as well as civil society, non-governmental organizations, academia or academics, national human rights institutions and specialized national equality bodies and financial institutions.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Federico Villegas, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements:
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights
H.E. Mr. Augusto Santos Silva, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Portugal 
(video message)

	Panellists: 
	H.E. Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva (Zoom)
Ms. Virgínia Brás Gomes, former member of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Ms. Alice Bumazi, Representative of Plan International Rwanda (video message)
Mr. Bima Arya, Mayor of Bogor City, Indonesia (video message) and Mr. Rudy Mashudi, Chairperson of Bogor City Development Planning Agency (closing remarks)

	Outcome:
	The expected outcomes of the panel discussion are: 

(1) States and relevant stakeholders will learn from shared experiences and best practices how to strengthen the protection of economic, social and cultural rights, through robust public policies and services.
(2) States, rights holders and relevant stakeholders will identify the needs and opportunities for technical assistance and cooperation in this area. 

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 46/10 of 23 March 2021, the Council decided to convene at its forty-ninth session a panel discussion, under agenda item 3, on the conclusions and recommendations made by the Secretary-General in his report on the importance of robust and efficient public policies and of adequately resourced and fully functioning services for the protection of economic, social and cultural rights to address the negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and to contribute to recovery efforts, including practical examples and good practices. The Council requested the Office of the High Commissioner to invite States and relevant international organizations, treaty bodies and special procedures, and civil society to participate in the panel discussion.

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by an interactive discussion divided into two segments. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 12 States or observers, 1 national human rights institution and two non-governmental organizations. 

The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Delegates who have not been able to take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish). Passive interpretation from Portuguese into the six United Nations official languages will also be available for this panel.

	Background:
	Over the past two years, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on people’s health, lives and the enjoyment of human rights, with disproportionately adverse consequences for the most marginalized and vulnerable. The health crisis and resulting social and economic crises have revealed and exacerbated existing inequalities both within and between countries and shone a light on the structural consequences of decades of underfunded or dismantled public services and policies.

Robust public policies and services in education, health, and social protection are key to the fulfilment of State obligations towards the realization of economic, social and cultural rights. Investment into people’s well-being and in affordable, accessible and quality services functions as a springboard to longer-term resilience and opportunities for States to pursue inclusive development, aligned with human rights and environmental aims. The report of the Secretary General provides an overview of the key elements of a human rights-based approach towards building and financing comprehensive public policies and services and recommends that the Council deepen this area of work by mandating the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare guidelines and facilitate the operationalization of a human rights-based approach towards building, financing and implementing inclusive public policies and services in the areas of health and social protection, in consultation with States and relevant stakeholders.

	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 46/10 of 23 March 2021 on the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights
· Report of the Secretary-General on the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights (A/HRC/49/28, February 2022)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on economic, social and cultural rights to the Economic and Social Council (E/2020/63, June 2021)
· Report of the Secretary-General on the question of the realization of economic, social and cultural rights in all countries: the impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on the realization of economic, social and cultural rights (A/HRC/46/43, January 2021) 
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