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Above: West Papua map showing the active conflict zones in West Papua including the IDPs location. 

(Source: google map, additional graphics by Solidarity for Indigenous Papuans) 

 

 

 



General information on internally displaced people in conflict zones 

in West Papua 
 

 Since 1st December 2018 West Papua people in Nduga have been displaced from their 

homes for four years now. There were 12 districts in Nduga regency completely destroyed, 

more than 45 000 people have been displaced living in the neighbouring regencies up to 

date. 

 Like the situation in Nduga, Puncak people have also been displaced for four years now living 

with relatives in other regencies, most of the IDPs from Puncak is not known because the 

media is blocked from going in to the area. 

 People of West Papua in Yahukimo regency have also been displaced for the last four years 

most of them living in the jungles away from public facilities. The information about IDPs in 

Yahukimo is also not known. 

 The people of West Papua in Intan Jaya have been taking refuge in the neighbouring Paniai 

and Nabire regencies for the last three years. Their information is also not often published 

regularly. Most of the IDPs from Intan Jaya, Puncak and Nduga are living in Mimika regency 

including the people from the mining village of Banti displaced in 2020. 

 Recent armed conflict in Maybrat has also caused displacement in the Bird’s head region; 

people are still living in the jungles since last month’s incident in Maybrat regency.  

 The Star Mountain regency has been in conflict since 2018, displacement was under control 

until the 13th September incident in Kiwirok and Okhika districts. 

 Estimated total of Internally Displaced People is around 90 000 to 100 000 people and is 

expected to increase when the conflict intensifies throughout West Papua. 

Situation of Internally Displaced people in Kiwirok and Okhika districts 

Star Mountain Regency 
 

There are 12 villages in district Kiwirok including the district headquarters. People from the villages 

have been displaced since the 13th of September 2021. Some ran to the jungles while others moved 

to the Kiwirok Church compound. People who are sheltered by the church are mostly women, 

children, elderly, and the sick.  

The burning and destruction in Okhika district was done by Indonesian military and not the OPM. 

Most of the destroyed buildings were residential houses and not public facilities. The whereabouts 

of the people from Okhika are not known to date. Most of them ran into the jungles to cover from 

Indonesian attacks. It is expected that people from these districts will migrate to Telefomin and 

Green River districts of Sandaun province in Papua New Guinea. The total population of district 

Okhika and Kiwirok combined is estimated to be around six thousand people. 

The people who have been displaced since 13th of September 2021 who are under the church 

protection need food and other supplies. Neighbouring districts are contributing food and firewood 

to the displaced people. The supplies could not last long and need urgent food supplies to keep the 

people fed. Schools and other public amenities have been closed and children are deprived of their 

right to education.   



 

Above: Women and children from Kiwirok district displaced by the armed conflict 

 

Above: The elderly, women and children including men in Kiwirok district displaced by the armed 

conflict. 



 

Above: Food and firewood contributed from local people for the IDPs. 

Government and NGO Response 
 

The Indonesian government has not been responsive since 2018 IDP crisis in Nduga. Only the local 

government is responsive to supply food and basic supplies from time to time. The government has 

not formed special teams to investigate what is happening within the IDP communities and or 

addressing their situation.  



We have witnessed churches and CSOs build solid support base for the IDPs in West Papua 

throughout the conflict zones. These brave deeds were not without blockage by Indonesian military 

and police though. Many church workers were killed due to their care for the IDPs, CSOs blocked 

from reaching the IDPs or food aid stolen by the military from the airports. Indonesian military and 

police often check every item on the plane to the conflict zones. Anything that is heading towards 

the IPD camps is confiscated at the airports including food and other basic supplies. 

Appeal  
 

Indonesian military and police have been confiscating food for IDPs from the airports which is a 

violation of the existing humanitarian law. The military and police have been consistently checking 

bags and confiscating food since 2018. We are appealing to the international community to urge 

Indonesia to allow food and medical assistance to reach the IDPs throughout West Papua conflict 

zones. 
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