
 

 

 

Exploring elements of effective remedy – victim perspectives 

Parallel session 

27 November 

15:00-18:00 

Part 1: Conversation with the UNWG Chair: The UNWG report to the UN General Assembly – 
realizing access to effective remedy 
15:00-15:40 
Introduction by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights 

Part 2: Victims’ perspectives concerning effective remedy (case studies) 
15:45-18:00 
Organized by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights 

 

Part 1: Conversation with the UNWG Chair: The UNWG report to the UN 

General Assembly – realizing access to effective remedy 

Brief introductory discussion on the 2017 UNWG report to the UN General Assembly – realizing access 

to effective remedy  

Objectives: 

 Clarify the core elements of the UNWG Report 

 Discuss issues arising from the UNWG Report 

Speakers: 

 Surya Deva, Chairperson, UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights 

 Gabriela Quijano, Legal Adviser on business and human rights, Amnesty International 

 Robert McCorquodale, Director, British Institute of International and Comparative Law 

 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/72/162
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/72/162


 

 

Part 2: Victims’ perspectives concerning effective remedy 

Brief description: This session will feature experiences from five case studies from Australia/Manus 

Island, the DRC, Colombia, India and OPT/Netherlands, involving companies from Australia, Canada, 

Switzerland, Netherlands, India and Belgium. These case studies will discuss: 

 The bringing of a case before the International Criminal Court against corporate executives for 

committing crimes against humanity. 

 The commencing of a criminal complaint against a corporation in the context of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. 

 The criminal law and civil law remedies sought in different jurisdictions against a mining 

company. 

 The remedies sought in relation to the asbestos industry and supply chains. 

 The role of a private security company in actions against detainees seeking asylum. 

 

Session objectives: The session will aim to explore the elements that make remedies effective for 

victims. It will do so from the perspectives of affected persons in seeking effective remedy, the 

strengths and weaknesses of the different strategies that were used to overcome obstacles, and what 

lessons can be learned to address gaps in relation to different operational contexts (including conflict 

and post-conflict contexts), different types of grievance mechanisms, cross-border issues and the 

respective roles of home and host States. In doing so, the participants will consider the experience of 

the victims in light of the UNWG’s Report on Realizing Access to Effective Remedies. 

Speakers:1 

 Moderators:  

o Gabriela Quijano, Legal Adviser on business and human rights, Amnesty International 

o Robert McCorquodale, Director, British Institute of International and Comparative Law 

 Speakers: 

o Anneke Van Woudenberg, Executive Director, RAID 

o Emmanuel Umpula, Member of board of directors AFREWATCH, DR Congo 

o Tyler R. Giannini, Professor/Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Harvard Law 

School. 

o German Graciano Posso. 

o Krishnendu Mukherjee, Barrister and advocate, Doughty Street Chambers, 

London/Occupational  & Environmental Health Network of India (OEHNI) 

o Nirmala Gurung, resident of Kymore 

o Wesam Ahmad, Head of Legal Research and Advocacy Dept., Al-Haq 

 

 Video: 

o Justine Nolan. Associate Professor, UNSW Sydney  

o Keran Adams. Director of Legal Advocacy, Human Rights Law Centre. 

 

                                                             
1 Further information on speakers provided in Annex 



 

 

ANNEX. SPEAKERS SHORT BIOS. 
 

Robert McCorquodale 

Professor and Director of BIICL Institute Director British Institute of International and Comparative 

Law(BIICL) 

Professor Robert McCorquodale, Director of BIICL, has particular academic expertise in international 

human rights law as it relates to business enterprises, as well as being a practising barrister. He has 

many years’ experience of working with law firms, governments and nongovernmental bodies on 

business and human rights issues. 

Gabriela Quijano 

Legal Adviser on business and human rights, Amnesty International 

Gabriela Quijano is the legal adviser on business and human rights at the International Secretariat of 

Amnesty International. Since 2009 she has led the organisation's work on access to remedy for 

business-related human rights abuses, doing research, legal analysis and advocacy  on corporate legal 

accountability and access to effective remedy for corporate human rights abuses.   Gabriela holds a 

Masters degree on Human Rights from the Human Rights Centre of Essex University. She practised law 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina, before moving to the UK. 

Anneke Van Woudenberg 

Executive Director, RAID 

Anneke Van Woudenberg is the Executive Director of Rights and Accountability in Development (RAID) 

which she joined in March 2017. Previously she was the Deputy Africa Director at Human Rights Watch 

where for 14 years she led in-depth fact-finding on human rights violations across sub-Saharan Africa, 

especially in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Africa’s Great Lakes region. She has testified at 

international war crimes trials, briefed the UN Security Council, the US Congress and the British and 

European parliaments, and is a frequent commentator in the international press. Anneke has a Masters 

Degree in International Relations from the London School of Economics. 

Emmanuel Umpula Nkumba 

Member of board of directors, AFRAWATCH 

Emmanuel Umpula Nkumba is a lawyer and human rights defender for over 17 years. He has worked 

for several organizations including Action Against Impunity and Human Rights (ACIDH), Platform of 

Civil Society Organizations Working in the Mining Sector (POM) and African Resources Watch 

(AFREWATCH), respectively as Director Executive, deputy coordinator in charge of programs and 

executive director. Currently, he is a member of the AFREWATCH Board of Directors. He has experience 

in: support for more than 8 complaints from local communities against extractive companies; capacity 

building of local communities; revenues and transparency issues et the denunciation of cases of 

violations by extractive companies of the rights of local communities. 

@onyumbe1   

  



 

 

Krishnendu Mukherjee 

Barrister/Advocate,  Doughty Street Chambers.  

Krishnendu Mukherjee is a barrister specialising in business and human rights. He worked in India for 

7 years, in the fields of environmental and human rights law, filing cases in all levels up to the Supreme 

Court. Now based in London, he continues to litigate cases in the UK and India, and advises all those 

engaged the field of business and human rights on how human rights practice can be improved.   

Nirmala Gurung   

Former headmistress, Everest Industries Limited School, Kymore, MP community activist. 

Nirmala Gurung was born in Kymore, Madhya Pradesh in 1953. She  is a former teacher and 

headmistress of the asbestos factory school there, for over 30 years. She was diagnosed with 

asbestosis in 2016. 

Tyler R. Giannini 

Professor/Director. International Human Rights Clinic, Harvard Law School 

Giannini's work at Harvard Law School (HLS) focuses on community lawyering, accountability litigation, 

business and human rights, and the connection between human rights and the environment. He has 

extensive experience in Myanmar and South Africa. Prior to joining HLS, he was a founder and director 

of EarthRights International, where he spent a decade in Thailand. 

Wesam Ahmad 

Head of Legal Research and Advocacy Dept., Al-Haq 

Head of the Legal Research and Advocacy Department for Al-Haq, the first Palestinian human rights 

organization and a PhD Candidate at the Irish Centre for Human Rights focusing on the Role of 

Corporations in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

Justine Nolan 

Associate Professor, UNSW Sydney (Law) 

Justine Nolan is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law at UNSW Sydney and Associate Dean 

(Academic). She is a Visiting Professorial Scholar at NYU's Stern Center for Business and Human Rights. 

Justine's research focuses on the intersection of business and human rights, in particular, 

accountability for corporate violations of human rights. 

Twitter: @justine_nolan 

Keran Adams 

Director of Legal Advocacy, Human Rights Law Centre 

Keran is the Director of Legal Advocacy at the Human Rights Law Centre in Australia. Keren has over 

12 years' experience as human rights lawyer and advocate in Australia and internationally. As a solicitor 

and then partner at UK human rights firm Leigh Day, she litigated a range of landmark human rights 

cases against the UK multinationals for abuses in their overseas operations. 

Twitter: @kerenHRLC 


