[image: image1.png]\y,  UNITED NATIONS
)/ HUMAN RIGHTS
>,

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

DROITS DE 'HOMME

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT




HAUT-COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME • OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

PALAIS DES NATIONS • 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

www.ohchr.org • TEL:  +41 22 917 9000 • FAX:  +41 22 917 9008 • E-MAIL:  registry@ohchr.org


PAGE 2

	
	


Questionnaire
Human Rights Council resolution 29/10 on “Human rights and the regulation of civilian acquisition, possession and use of firearms”
(Please send replies by 10 December 2015)
Paragraph 3 of the resolution requests “the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to present to the Human Rights Council at its thirty-second session a report on the different ways in which civilian acquisition, possession and use of firearms have been effectively regulated, with a view to assessing the contribution of such regulation to the protection of human rights, in particular the right to life and security of person, and to identify best practices that may guide States to further develop relevant national regulation if they so deem it necessary.”

The following questionnaire is aimed at assisting stakeholders in providing information on the regulation of civilian acquisition, possession and use of firearms and the impact and contribution of such regulation on the protection of human rights. 
1. Does your country have regulations regarding the acquisition, possession and use of firearms by civilians? Please provide information on relevant legislation, regulations, administrative procedures, policies or any other measures in this regard.

2. Does your country have specific regulations regarding the acquisition, possession and use of firearms by private security companies? Please provide information on relevant legislation, regulations, administrative procedures, policies or any other measures in this regard.
3. Does your country have regulations that restrict or prohibit the import and export of firearms or certain types of firearms intended for civilian use? Please provide information on relevant legislation, regulations, administrative procedures, policies or any other measures in this regard.
4. Has your country undertaken any regional or international commitment(s) related to the regulation of civilian acquisition, possession or use of firearms? If so, please list them and give any relevant details. 

5. What are the types and characteristics of firearms to which civilians can lawfully have access? Are there any limits on the number of firearms which civilians may own? Please provide details of each.
6. Please provide information on how firearms are categorized according to risk factors and how they are legally classified.

7. Who may lawfully possess firearms in your country? Please provide information on (a) whether civilians are required to hold a license or a certificate in order to acquire, own/possess or use a firearm, and (b) what are the minimum requirements for the issuance or renewal of license or a certificate to acquire, own/possess or use firearms.  
8. For what purpose does the domestic legislative or regulatory framework allow civilians to have access to firearm(s)? Can civilians carry firearms in public places? 
9. What are the conditions for possession of firearms by civilians (e.g. safe storage requirements, reporting of theft or loss of firearm)? 
10. Is there a system to keep a record of firearms acquired or owned by civilians?

11. What are the conditions for the transfer of ownership of firearms between civilians? 
12. What measures are in place to regulate private entities engaged in selling firearms to civilians in the domestic market? What conditions are private entities required to fulfil in order to qualify for a license to sell firearms?

13. How does your country monitor and enforce existing regulation of civilian access to firearms? What sanctions, if any, does your domestic legislation provide for: (a) illegal possession, (b) possession of prohibited firearms or of a number of firearms exceeding what the law allows, (c) lack of permission or license required for possessing a firearm? 

14. Do the authorities in your country collect data on civilian misuse of firearms? If so, what data is gathered and how is it used? 
15. What is the impact of the misuse of firearms by civilians on human rights, in particular the right to life and the right to security? What is the basis of your assessment of this impact?

16. What measures are in place to minimize the risk of firearms being misused by civilians?

17. What is the impact of the domestic regulation of civilian firearms on the protection of the right to life and security of person? How effective is this regulation in human rights protection?


