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HUMAN RIGHTS AT HOME

Human Rights Cities
& Local Governments Movement

A growing global movement of human rights cities & local governments in all
regions, grounded in the understanding that human rights become real when
owned and implemented locally.

It will connect and support local leaders, in cooperation with communities, academia, businesses, civil
society, to integrate human rights in local governance, including urban planning and the delivery of public
services. The movemvent will aim at reaching, by 10 December 2028, the target of 1000 cities declaring
themselves  Human Rights Cities’, by taking up a formal commitment for human rights.

What Makes This Catalytic or Innovative?

It will accelerate and amplify existing initiatives, actors and networks into a more visible
movement for Human Rights Cities & Local Governments. It will encourage cities to adopt a
transformative human rights approach to urban governance. As part of a global movement, an
increasing number of cities will work with determination towards shifting human rights from
international commitments to concrete solutions and actions at the local level - embedding
them in how cities govern, plan, budget and provide services.

The movement will also foster the development and dissemination of practical tools, including
a credible impact assessment framework, and accelerate peer learning and capacity-building.
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Where We Are Today (Baseline)

To date, 104+ cities across regions have already declared themselves Human Rights Cities. OHCHR, UCLG
and partners have recently developed a Guidance Framework for Creating a Human Rights City outlining

foundational, structural and tools-based steps, and a Human Rights Cities Assessment Tool is underway.

These efforts, in addition to sustained capacity-building and peer learning activities spearheaded in

the past years with local actors, provide a basis for enabling human rights to become a model for local
governance - with increasing interest and engagement being recorded across regions. The opportunity
now is to connect and expand the web of Human Rights Cities, and to scale and operationalize tools that
will enable cities to track progress, share experiences and accelerate impact together.

Where We Want to Get to by 10 December 2028

Quantitative Qualitative
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across regions e More inclusive and participatory local
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and accessibility. o Greater local accountability and

« Capacity-building tools developed! transparency, supported by assessment

frameworks, grievance mechanisms and
public reporting.

Early Milestones (Next 6-12 Months)

o Publication of an assessment tool for local governments' human rights compliance
o Capacity building training delivered for local governments representatives

o Report on promising practices at local level.

Signature Moments & Visibility

e The UCLG Congress and World Summit of Local and Regional Leaders, Tangier (22-25 June)

e OHCHR-Mayors full-day meeting with UCLG (July/August)


https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/aboutus/partnerships/guidance-framework-hr-city.pdf

